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Screen test for a lifesaver

ANTHONY MELIOR is
one of the few account-
ants who can sound
evangelical.

He says he has a mission

to save the thousands of
small companies that go
bust everyv year through
financial ignorance.

Mr Mellor has spent three
years and £300.000 of his time —
meticulously costed at £50 an
hour — developing Keep If Short

& Simple.
Fatal

It's a computerised account-
ancy programme designed for
financial ‘illiterates — and KISS
could be the kiss of life for
many small companies, he
claims.

Lack of understanding of the
financial position of a business
can be fatal in a recession,
because the owner doesn't take
the urgent action that might
save It

KISS i= one of the few pro-
grammes which, at the touch of
a button.
businessman the understanding
needed to draw up accounts,
forecast his financial position

Timon Day

dSSesSes a

book-keeper

called KISS

and work out his VAT lability,
says Mellor.

and when they should be paid.

can give the small

It warns when bills are due

consists of a manual,
programme disk and tutorial
disks to run on an IBM-
compatible personal computer
and handle up to 7000 trans-
actions a year.

The system, which costs £445
excluding VAT, is being evalu-
ated by the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants in London
and Haslams, a large firm of
accountants in Enutsford,
Cheshire.

Mellor's approach has its crit-

ics. The Manual Business Sys-
tems Association says that most
small firms' failures are caused
by lack of
skills.

Focusing on information tech-
nology is an

basic accounting

irrelevant and

value
businesses. They need a
running check on how
the business is doing.

Facts

‘With my KISS sys-

to small

too late.

is they disguise the true
facts, or give you the
information when it's

He is critical of well-
established accounting
software as well as

TRIAL RUN: Software writer Anthony Mellor, left, with shopkeeper Jonathan Vennard

figures in the accounts
may have to be altered.

At the other end of
the spectrum, sophisti-
cated computerised
systems giving up-to-
the-minute financial
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